Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

FOUNDED IN 1767




The History of Mt. Bethel
Baptist Church

Nine years prior to the American Revolution, Mt.
Bethel Baptist Church began with eighteen
people who lived in Warren, but attended the
Baptist church in Scotch Plains. Due to the
difficulty of travel, they began meeting in
Warren under the leadership of the founding

pastor, Rev. Henry Crosley. —

The church was named after its first site,
which was a hill in Warren called Mount '
Bethel, which literally means “House of God”
in Hebrew.

——

e
BE TH 2
N
MEE [~ I
HO —
- .

—» 238




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

The Mt. Bethel Meeting House
was a small structure (pictured to
the left) which housed a gallery.
It had separate entrances for
men and women and a large
sycamore tree in front of the
building, a sacred biblical symbol
of seeking God with humility.




Watercolor painting of Mt Bethel Baptist meeting house



The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

The church’s second pastor, ordained in
1775, was Rev. Abner Sutton. He was
also one of its founding members; in
fact, the Sutton family helped establish
the community of Warren.

The church grew rapidly and during this
time the Meeting House was
disassembled and moved by ox-drawn
wagons to its current location. Rev.
Sutton is the first person buried in the
church’s adjacent cemetery.
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The Clergy of Mt. Bethel @

Rev. Henry Crosley (1767-1775) Rev. Thomas Haynes (ca 1850s) Rev. James A Howel s -1940)
Rev. Abner Sutton (1775-1791) Rev. John Crampton (ca 1850s) Rev. F. Dudley Bahrenburg  (1940-1946)
Rev. Jacob Fitz-Randolph (1791-1794) Rev Thomas Cole (ca 1850s) Rev. Rev. Earl B. Mowen  (1946-1948)
Rev. Lebbeus Lathrop (1794-1805) Brother Taylor (ca 1850s) Rev. Stanley Formanek (1948-1965)
Rev. John Ellis (1805-1813) Andrew Hopper (ca 1850s) Rev. John Givens (1966-1966)
Rev. Mr. Elliot (1816-1818) Mr. William Pike (1862-1866) Rev. Floyd C. Alley (1966-1976)
Rev. John Watson (1818-1826) Rev T. Simpkins (1866-1871) Rev. Charles Renken (1976-1987)
Rev. Morgan R. Cox (1827-1848) Rev. Zelotes Grenell (1871-1872) S G BECT A (1987-1995)
Rev. Edward C. Ambler  (1848-1851) Rev. Peter Gibb (1871-1911) Rev. David Babbitt (1995-2008)
Rev. Jacob Timberman (ca 1850s) Rev. William Mount (1913-1931) Rev. David Hentschel (2009-2016)
Rev. Carl H. Voss (1931-1933) Rev. Michael Jones (2017-2026)




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

The Fall of 1850 brought the greatest revival
experienced yet in the area, 107 people were
added to Mt. Bethel’s congregation by baptism.
Now up to 220 members, they decided it was
time to plant a daughter church with eighty of
their most influential members.

The church was planted on the North side of
the Dead and Passaic rivers (known to flood);
this was the birth of Millington Baptist Church,
still a thriving church today.




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

Rev. Peter Gibb from Scotland became the
pastor of Mt. Bethel in 1871. In his nearly forty
years of ministry at Mt. Bethel, he was called a
“model country pastor.” He had a deep
appreciation of hymnology and provided
singing lessons.

He was described as a popular, sweet-spirited
man who was faithful to the church. He
preached a total of 6,260 sermons before he
passed away at age seventy-eight.




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

The Ralph family has been active in
this church for several generations,
still attending today.



The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

Rev. William H. Mount was called as pastor in
1913 and revitalized the Sunday School
program, serving faithfully with his wife until
he died in 1931, bringing out nearly all of Mt.
Bethel for his funeral.




The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church




Mt. Bethel Celebrates 165 Years!

Mount Bethel Baptist Church ‘
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Mt. Bethel Celebrates 175 years!
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The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

In the 1950s plans for a new church building
were being considered. Rev. Formanek
announced a gift of one and a half acres of
land, including a house, from Hazel, Janice
and Leon Zeglio.
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The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

The new building was dedicated and Mt.
Bethel’s first indoor baptismal service was
held on Easter Sunday, April 17th, 1960.
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Mt. Bethel celebrates 200 years!
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In 1976, Rev. Charles
Renken, who was a
missionary in
Venezuela, pastored
here for ten years
before returning to the
mission field.




Mt. Bethel celebrates 225™ Anniversary
under leadership of Rev. Bob Damrau

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 9, 1992

Barbara and I are delighted to send greetings
to all those who are celebrating the 225th
anniversary of Mount Bethel Baptist Church of
Warren. Congratulations on this milestone.

We can all rejoice in what your house of worship
has meant to its members. A place of prayer,
fellowship, reflection, and renewal, it has also
been the focal point for many acts of generosity
and service to others. Indeed, because the faith
and values nurtured within its walls are the
foundation of strong families and communities,
your church been a source of strength for
our entire country.

You have our best wishes for a joyous celebration.




In 1995, Dr. David R. Babbitt began -
to serve as pastor. He was a g— :
diligent expositor of the Word,
and concurrently served as dean
and professor at Philadelphia
Biblical University. He built into
the hearts of his students a
genuine love for the Word of God.




One of Dr. Babbitt’s students, Mike Perna,
served as Youth Director and Outreach
Director at Mt. Bethelg.ﬁ_w -
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The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

Since its original eighteen members in 1767, Mt. Bethel Baptist
Church has remained faithful to the call to preach the gospel and to
make disciples, but the focus of history is not about the successes of
any particular church or individual.

Rather, it is about the triumph of the one true God, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is building His church.



The History of Mt. Bethel Baptist Church

On the great, wide stage of the drama of human redemption, Mt.
Bethel has been privileged to play a small role. It is a story of grace
and love, and we pray that the Lord of all history will continue to find
us faithful to His call and use us for His purposes in the future.

To Him be the glory forever and ever!
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