
General Chronology of the Exile and Post-Exile Periods 

 

 605  Nebuchadnezzar invades Jerusalem for the 1st time - 

 597  Nebuchadnezzar invades 2nd wave of exiles to Babylon 

 587-86  Nebuchadnezzar invades Jerusalem for the 2nd time 

 539  Cyrus overtakes Babylon  

 Edict of Cyrus that Judean can return from exile 

 538  Sheshbazzar leads 1st wave of returned exiles 

 530s  Zerubbabel & Jeshua lead 2nd wave of returned exiles 

 530s  Altar & Temple foundations rebuilt 

 520  Haggai and Zechariah support Zerubbabel and Jeshua 

 515  Temple rebuilding finished 

 458  Ezra sent to Jerusalem 

 445  Nehemiah sent to Jerusalem 

 March 5, 444 BC – Edict to rebuild walls (Neh 2)  

 446-33  Nehemiah’s term as governor of Judah 

 433  Nehemiah returns to Artaxerxes  

 433- Nehemiah returns back to Jerusalem  

Persian Kings 

 585-559 -  Cambyses I  

 559-529  Cyrus II  

 530-522  Cambyses II  

 522-486 Darius 

 486-465 Xerxes (= Ahasuerus)  

 464-424 Artaxerxes  

 423-404 Darius II  

 404-359 Artaxerxes II 

 359-338 Artaxerxes III  

 338-336 Arses 

 336-331 Darius III  

 331-323 Alexander the Great  


